
IMPROVING THE STUDENTS’ READING 

COMPREHENSION THROUGH HERRINGBONE 

TECHNIQUE AT EIGHT GRADE STUDENTS OF SMP 

MABADIE KHOIRI UMMAH (MKU) SURABAYA 

 

THESIS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BY 

 

FARIDATUR ROHMANIA 

NPM. 12620004 

 
 

ENGLISH DEPARTMENT LANGUAGE AND 

SCIENCE FACULTY 

WIJAYA KUSUMA UNIVERSITY 

2018 

 
 



 



 

 



 



ABSTRACT  

Rohmania, Faridatur. 2018. “Improving The Students’ Reading Comprehension Through 

Herringbone Technique at Eight Grade Students of SMP Mabadie Khoiri Ummah 

(MKU) Surabaya”. Thesis, English Department, Language and Science, Wijaya 

Kusuma Surabaya University 

 

Advisor I : Dr. Ribut Surjowati , S.Pd., M.Pd 

Advisor II : Ersy Laksita Rini, S.Pd., M.Pd 

 

Reading is one of the language skills which is important for academic success. Reading is 

the process of reconstructing the writer’s idea written in a text or printed symbols based on the 

reader’s background knowledge and experience. Reading is important skill to help people learn 

from human knowledge and experience. A herringbone technique is a strategy that develops 

comprehension of the main idea by plotting who, what, when, where, why, and how question on 

a visual diagram of a fish skeleton. And then, that herringbone is a kind of technique used in 

teaching reading process. It is a reading technique that can be applied to improve reading 

comprehension. There are some reasons for using herringbone technique. First, herringbone 

technique make students discover how the process read well. Secondly, herringbone technique 

attracted will read the text. Third, herringbone technique  focus on a simple question and more 

easilyto find the main idea of the text. Besides, herringbone technique can help student organize 

important information in a text. 

The objective of the research was to get real evidence of the improving students’ reading 

comprehension of narrative text through herringbone technique. The technique of this research 

was classroom action research which was conducted in two cycles. The subject of this research 

was the VIII Grade of SMP Mabadie Khoiri Ummah (MKU) Surabaya Academic Year 

2017/2018 with total number of students 35. The research instruments were the observation 

sheet, interview guidelines, questionnaire and test form. Based on the results of data analysis 

since first cycle up second cycle, the average of study result gained in pre cycle with the average 

value was 29.41%. Whereas in first cycle after applying herringbone technique had enhanced 

41.17 %. And the second cycle had enhanced 82.35 %. Based on the learning activities which 

have occurred the enhancing from the first to second cycle. From this research findings, it 

showed that herringbone technique could improve the students’ reading comprehension of 

narrative text.   
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