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ABSTRACT

Kharina, Septie. 2024. Using Problem Based Learning to Improve Reading

Comprehension on Recount Text for Tenth Grade SMA Hang Tuah 4 Surabaya.

Thesis of English Department Faculty of Language and Science. Wijaya Kusuma

Surabaya University.

Advisor : 1. Dr. Ribut Surjowati, S.Pd., M.Pd.

2. Dra. Bekti Wirawati, M.Pd.

Keywords : Problem-based Learning, Reading Comprehension, Recount Text.

In the Kurikulum Merdeka, students were asked to understand four components in

English subjects, one of which was reading comprehension. This study aimed to

find out Using Problem-Based Learning to Improve Reading Comprehension on

Recount Texts for Tenth-Grade Students at SMA Hang Tuah 4 Surabaya. The

subjects of this study were 34 students from class X.1 at SMA Hang Tuah 4

Surabaya. This study used research instruments of observation sheets and reading

tests. The researcher used both qualitative and quantitative data with data

collection procedures through interviews, students' scores, observation, and

reading tests. This study went through the Classroom Action Research process in

2 cycles and started with observations in the pre-cycle. The study showed the

percentage improvement of students who passed the reading test from 5.9% in the

pre-cycle to 82.4% in cycle 2. This reflected an improvement in students'

understanding of the texts they read through the reading tests. In addition, using
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problem-based learning also motivated and made students more active in the

learning process. Based on these results, the researcher concluded that using

problem-based learning improved SMA Hang Tuah 4 Surabaya 10th grade

students' reading comprehension skills.

ix



TABLE OF CONTENT

APPROVAL SHEET..............................................................................................ii
HALAMAN PENGESAHAN...............................................................................iii
SURAT PERNYATAAN KEORISINILAN SKRIPSI....................................... iv
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT.....................................................................................v
MOTTO................................................................................................................ vii
ABSTRACT.........................................................................................................viii
TABLE OF CONTENT......................................................................................... x
LIST OF FIGURE............................................................................................... xii
LIST OF TABLE.................................................................................................xiii
INTRODUCTION..................................................................................................1

1.1 Background of The Study............................................................................ 1
1.2 Research Question........................................................................................6
1.3 Purpose of the Research............................................................................... 6
1.4 Significance of the Study............................................................................. 6
1.5 Operational Definition................................................................................. 7

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE........................................................... 8
2.1 Reading Comprehension.............................................................................. 8

2.1.1 The Importance of Reading Comprehension...................................... 9
2.1.2 Component of Reading Comprehension........................................... 11
2.1.3 The Difficulties of Reading Comprehension.................................... 12
2.1.4 Teaching Reading Comprehension....................................................13

2.2 Reading Assessment...................................................................................14
2.3 Learning Method........................................................................................15

2.3.1 Definitions of Learning Method........................................................15
2.3.2 Types of Learning Method................................................................ 15

2.4 Concept of Problem-based Learning (PBL)...............................................16
2.4.1 Definitions of Problem-based Learning............................................ 17
2.4.2 Problem-based Learning Objective...................................................17
2.4.3 Advantages of Problem-based Learning........................................... 17
2.4.4 Problem-based Learning Process...................................................... 18

2.5 Recount Text.............................................................................................. 20
2.5.1 Definitions of Recount Text.............................................................. 20
2.5.2 Purpose of Recount Text................................................................... 20
2.5.3 Structure of Recount Text................................................................. 21

x



2.5.4 Language Features of Recount Text..................................................23
RESEARCHMETHOD...................................................................................... 24

3.1 Research Design.........................................................................................24
3.2 Location of the Research............................................................................26
3.3 Setting of the Research...............................................................................26
3.4 Research Subjects.......................................................................................26
3.5 Research Instrument...................................................................................27
3.6 Data Collecting Procedure......................................................................... 30
3.7 Analysis Process.........................................................................................32
3.8 Data Analysis............................................................................................. 34
3.9 Success Indicator........................................................................................36

FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION......................................................................... 37
4.1 Research Findings...................................................................................... 37

4.1.1 Preliminary Study..............................................................................37
4.2 Implementation of Problem Based Learning to Improve Reading
Comprehension................................................................................................ 40

4.2.1 Cycle 1.............................................................................................. 41
4.2.2 Cycle 2.............................................................................................. 46

4.3 Discussion.................................................................................................. 52
CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION................................................................56

5.1 Conclusion..................................................................................................56
5.2 Suggestions................................................................................................ 57

REFERENCES.....................................................................................................59
APPENDICES...................................................................................................... 64

I. Modul Ajar....................................................................................................64
II. Observation Sheets Checklist (Cycle 1 & Cycle 2).....................................75
III. Wawancara dengan Guru........................................................................... 79
IV. Nilai data Pre-Test Reading Comprehension............................................. 80
V. Materi PPT...................................................................................................81
VI. Foto Penelitian........................................................................................... 84
VII. Nilai Siswa / Lembar Kerja Peserta Didik (LKPD)................................. 85
VIII. Surat Ijin Penelitian dan Surat Balasan................................................... 88
IX. Absensi Siswa............................................................................................ 90

xi



LIST OF FIGURE

Figure 2.1 The simple view of reading from Gough and Tunmer (1986)..............10
Figure 2.2 Problem-based Learning Process (Walker, 2015).................................19
Figure 3.1 Cycle Action Research (Kemmis and McTaggart, 1990)..................... 25
Figure 4.1 Percentage of Completeness from Each Cycle.....................................54

xii



LIST OF TABLE

Table 2.1 Element and Learning Outcomes........................................................... 14
Table 2.2 Example of Recount Text....................................................................... 21
Table 3.1 Observation Sheet for Teacher Activities...............................................27
Table 3.2 Observation Sheet for Student Activities............................................... 28
Table 3.3 Score Analysis........................................................................................35
Table 4.1 Pre-Cycle Test Result from Class X.1 Hang Tuah................................. 38
Table 4.2 Cycle 1 Test Result from Class X.1 Hang Tuah.....................................44
Table 4.3 Cycle 2 Test Result from Class X.1 Hang Tuah.....................................49
Table 4.4 Students Results Comparison from Each Cycle.....................................55
Table 4.5 Percentages of Improvements Calculation............................................. 55

xiii


