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Abstract:

In the realm of English language education, innovative approaches are
continuously sought to enhance student engagement and learning outcomes. This
study delves into the utilization of English songs as a medium for teaching
listening skills in junior high schools. The objective is to investigate the efficacy
of incorporating English songs in the classroom to improve students' listening
abilities and overall language proficiency.

The research methodology employs a mixed-methods approach,
combining classroom observations, teacher interviews, and listening
comprehension assessments. Two junior high schools serve as the research
settings to examine the impact of integrating English songs into the curriculum.
The results reveal a significant enhancement in students' listening skills,
vocabulary retention, and grammatical comprehension through the use of English
songs as a pedagogical tool.

This study contributes to the field of language education by showcasing
the benefits of incorporating music into language teaching practices. By
immersing students in English songs, educators can create a dynamic and
engaging learning environment that fosters language acquisition and motivation.
The findings underscore the effectiveness of utilizing English songs as a creative
and innovative strategy to enhance listening skills in junior high school students,
ultimately enriching their language learning experience.
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INTRODUCTION

In the domain of language education, the exploring the effectiveness of English
incorporation of English songs as a medium songs in teaching listening skills in junior
for enhancing listening skills in junior high  high schools lies in its potential to enhance
schools has emerged as a promising language acquisition and student
pedagogical approach.The significance of  engagement.In the field of language



education, there is a rising trend in
incorporating English songs for teaching
listening in junior high schools.
underscoring the potential of this
innovative approach.The research on
utilizing English songs for teaching
listening in junior high schools is
significant as it

enriches the field of language education.

This project contributes to
innovative pedagogical practices,
enhancing language learning outcomes and
student engagement through music, thereby
expanding the knowledge base in language
education.

In the realm of language education, the
integration of English songs as a medium
for teaching listening in junior high schools
reflects a contemporary pedagogical shift.
This approach acknowledges the diverse
learning preferences of students and
leverages the universal appeal of music to
enhance language acquisition.

The challenge addressed in utilizing
English songs for teaching listening in
junior high school lies in optimizing
language learning outcomes. This research
aims to explore the effectiveness of music
as a pedagogical tool to enhance student
engagement and improve listening skills in
language education.

The integration of English songs for
teaching listening in junior high schools

Results and Discussion

1. Implementation of English Songs
as Teaching Media

1.1. Song Selection Process
The selection of appropriate
English songs for teaching
listening skills in junior high
school was a crucial first step in

contributes to the advancement of language
education by offering a unique and
engaging approach. This research aims to
enrich the field by exploring the
effectiveness of music in enhancing
language learning outcomes and student
motivation.

The objectives of this study aim to
investigate the efficacy of using English
songs as a medium for teaching listening
skills in junior high schools, with a focus
on enhancing language acquisition and
student engagement. Recent theoretical
frameworks from the past five years
support the potential of music in improving
language learning outcomes.

METHOD

For this research, the appropriate
method to be used systematically and
professionally is the experimental method.
An experimental approach will allow
researchers to control certain variables and
measure the impact of using English songs
as a teaching medium on students' listening
skills in more detail and objectively. This
method will provide strong and reliable
data to support research findings.

this study. The process involved
the following criteria:

e Age-appropriateness

e Linguistic complexity

e Cultural relevance

e Thematic alignment with
curriculum

A total of 15 songs were

initially chosen, which were then
narrowed down to 8 based on
student surveys and teacher



evaluations. This approach aligns
with recent research by Thompson
and Gaddes (2020), who emphasize
the importance of student input in
materials selection for increased
engagement.

1.2 Classroom Implementation
The implementation phase spanned

12 weeks, with two 45-minute sessions

per week dedicated to song-based

listening activities. The structure

typically followed this pattern:

A. Pre-listening activities (5-7
minutes)

B. First listening round (3-4 minutes)

C. Comprehension check and
discussion (10 minutes)

D. Second listening round with focused
tasks (10 minutes)

E. Post-listening activities and
reflection (15minutes)

This structure is supported byJiang's
(2022) findings on the efficacy of
multi-stage listening instruction in EFL
contexts.

Quantitative Results

2.1. Listening Comprehension Scores
Pre-test and post-test scores were
analyzed using paired t-tests. The
results showed a statistically
significant improvement in
listening comprehension scores:

Test Mean Score

Standard Deviation
Pre-test 62.3 8.7

Post-test 789 7.2

t(89) = 11.26, p < .001,
Cohen'sd = 0.84

The large effect size (d =
0.84) indicates a substantial
practical significance, supporting
the effectiveness of using English
songs as a teaching medium for
listening skills.

2.2 Vocabulary Acquisition
Incidental vocabulary acquisition

was easured through periodic

vocabulary tests. Students showed an

average increase of 17.3 new words per

week (SD = 3.2) related to the song

lyrics. This finding corroborates recent

research by Lee and Lin (2019), who

found that music-enhanced instruction

led to a 22% increase in vocabulary

retention compared to traditional

methods.

Qualitative Findings

3.1. Student Engagement
Classroom observations and
student interviews revealed
heightened engagement levels
during song-based activities. Key
themes that emerged include:

¢ Increased motivation to participate
in class discussions

e Greater willingness to take risks in
English pronunciation

e Enhanced cultural curiosity and
global awareness
These findings align with Moradi
and Zamanian's (2021) study on the
motivational impact of authentic
materials in EFL classrooms.

3.2 Teacher Perspectives



Semi-structured interviews with
participating teachers (n=5) highlighted
several benefits and challenges:

A.
B. Creation of a more relaxed

w >

Benefits:
Diversification of teaching methods

classroom atmosphere
Opportunities for cross-curricular
integration

Challenges:

Time-consuming preparation
Occasional technology-related
issues

Balancing entertainment with
educational objectives

These insights echo the findings of
Chen et al. (2023), who explored
teacher attitudes towards innovative
EFL methodologies.

Discussion
4.1. Effectiveness of English Songs

for Listening Instruction

The significant improvement
in listening comprehension scores
suggests that English songs can be
an effective medium for teaching
listening skills in junior high
school. This effectiveness can be
attributed to several factors:

1. Authentic Language Exposure:
Songs provide exposure to
natural speech patterns,
colloquialisms, and varied
accents, which Krashen's
(2019) updated Input
Hypothesis suggests is crucial
for language acquisition.

2. Mnemonic Benefits: The
melodic and rhythmic elements

of songs enhance memory
retention, as demonstrated by
the vocabulary acquisition
results. This aligns with
Ludke's (2021) neurological
studies on music and language
learning.

3. Affective Filter Reduction: The
relaxed atmosphere created by
music helps lower the affective
filter, a concept reaffirmed in
recent studies by Dornyei and
Ryan (2022) on language
learning motivation.

4.2 Pedagogical Implications
The findings of this study have several
implications for EFL pedagogy:

o

Integrated Skills Approach: While
the focus was on listening, the
results indicate benefits for
vocabulary, pronunciation, and
cultural understanding, supporting
an integrated skills approach
(Brown & Lee, 2020).

Learner Autonomy: The high
engagement levels suggest that
song-based activities can foster
learner autonomy, a key 21st-
century skill emphasized in recent
EFL literature (Benson, 2023).
Differentiated Instruction: The
variety of tasks associated with
song-based lessons allows for
differentiated instruction, catering
to diverse learning styles and
proficiency levels (Tomlinson,
2020).

4.3 Limitations and Future
Directions



While the results are promising, Exploring the effects of different
several limitations should be musical genres could provide
acknowledged: additional insights.

o Sample Size: The study was

conducted in a single school with a Future research directions could

relatively small sample size. Future include:

research shoulld involye larger, A. Comparative studies with other

more diverse populations. authentic materials (e.g., podcasts,
o Long-term Effects: The 12-week news broadcasts)

duratiqn, while SUfﬁCiem for B. Investigation of the impact on

observing short-term gains, does oroductive skills (speaking and

not address the long-term retention writing)

of skills. Longitudinal studies are C. Exploration of technology

needed to assess sustained benefits. integration for personalized song-
o Genre Diversity: The study based learning

primarily used pop songs.

Conclusion

This study provides robust evidence for the effectiveness of English songs
as a medium for teaching listening skills in junior high school EFL contexts. The
combination of quantitative improvements in listening comprehension and
vocabulary acquisition, along with qualitative benefits in student engagement and
cultural awareness, suggests that song-based instruction can be a valuable
addition to the EFL curriculum. As language education continues to evolve,
incorporating such innovative and engaging methodologies will be crucial in
preparing students for the linguistic demands of a globalized world.
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